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the once famous towns of Isnik (Nictea) at the east end
of Lake Ascanius, and Ismid, now connected by rail
with Scutari, the Asiatic suburb of Constantinople. On
the coast of the Euxine are the small ports of Sin ope,
where the destruction of the Turkish fleet by the
Eussians precipitated the Crimean war of 1854, and
Sanisun (Aniisus), near the mouth of the Kizil-Irmak.
East of it lies the flourishing port of Tarabuzun
(Trebizond), the great emporium of the overland trade
with Armenia and Persia. Here the Greeks under
Xenophon, on their memorable retreat northwards from
Cunaxa, first struck the coast and hailed the blue waters
of the Euxine with shouts of " Thalatta, Thalatta !"

But the true emporium of the Levantine trade and
the real capital of Asia Minor is Ismir (Smyrna), which
is conveniently situated at the head of the gulf of like
name, a magnificent inlet of the -32gean, over 40 miles
long, forming a vast and well-sheltered harbour with
deep water right up to the quays of the city.

Originally an JEolian, later an Ionian settlement,
Smyrna is one of the oldest places in the Hellenic world.
It was one of the seven cities that claimed the honour
of having given birth to Homer, and - the poet's epithet
of Melesigenes has reference to the local belief that he
saw the light on the banks of the neighbouring river
Meles. Smyrna also figures amongst the "seven
Churches" mentioned in Revelation, and on Mount
Pagus is still shown the tomb of its bishop, Polycarp,
who suffered under Marcus Aurelius (166 A.D.). But
since 1419 it has been held by the Turks, who, how-
ever, have failed to greatly modify its essentially Hel-
lenic character. Of its estimated population of 210,000
in 1907, fully 140,000 are still Greeks, and not more
than 40,000 Turks, the remainder comprising 15,000
Jews, 10,000 Armenians, and about the same number